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CAPHC-CPDSN
Alberta Perspectives:

Alberta Children’s vs. Stollery Children’s

 Comparison of data elements
 Discussion of Interpretation 
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Northern Alberta - 403,010
Northern BC - 62,236
Northern Saskatchewan - 136,055
Manitoba - 282,600
Yukon - 7,067
Nunavut - 12,290
Nortwest Territories - 12,612

Southern Alberta - 372,409
Southern Saskatchewan - 104,895
Southern BC - 798,663

Montana 2500 (1983, metres)
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Overall Paediatric Separations (0 - 17 yrs) 
 Fiscal 2004 - Alberta
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Average Resource Intensity Weights (ARIW) 
measure intensity & resources consumed

– More complex patients require more 
resources …
Higher length of stay days
Higher staffing costs
Higher drug costs
Higher supply costs

Alberta Perspectives:
Points in Interpretation



  

• ACH ARIW = 1.2607
• SCH ARIW = 1.8670

– Are we treating similar children? 
(i.e. similar clinically)

– Do they cost about the same to care 
for?

Alberta Perspectives:
Points in Interpretation



  

• Variation shows importance of Institutional 
Profile in benchmarking

• Institutional Profile explains variables that 
impact patient outcome:
Bed base
Case mix
Service catchment areas
Programs offered
Network partners
Academic affiliations 

Alberta Perspectives:
Points in Interpretation



  

• Comparability
 Programs offered can impact the picture

 For example, Bone Marrow Transplant 
program at ACH may be more comparable to 
BMT program at Sick Kids or other 
institutions than to the SCH

Alberta Perspectives:
Points in Interpretation



Alberta Perspectives:
Conclusions

Institutional Profiles 
become VERY 
important for 
benchmarking & 
quality improvement 
initiatives. 

Institutional Profiles 
can separate us or 
bind us.



  

Alberta Perspectives:
Conclusions

Institutional Profiles explain
service delivery
teaching affiliations
programs offered
case mix
service catchments
distance from home
network partnerships
other important factors
that may or may not 
impact a patient's outcome.

This may better explain our 
differences beyond volumes, 
length of stay and/or 
resources consumed.



  

Alberta Perspectives:
Conclusions

The summary data  DOES 
NOT tell the whole story. 

The REAL comparisons 
begin within the DETAILS. 

The DETAILS confirm if we 
are comparing ‘APPLES to 
APPLES’.

The DETAILS will be 
valuable at the local, 
regional, provincial and 
national levels.





  

Future Directions:
Our Thoughts

• Develop national paediatric data 
quality & data comparability 
guidelines

Benchmarking activities
Consistency in coding 

• Expand membership (include ALL CAPHC centres)

• Gain access to ALL appropriate data 
sources (i.e. ER, SDS, Clinic, MIS data)



  

Future Directions:
Our Thoughts

Using our CAPHC-CPDSN & PCC data 
to improve the health of Canada’s 
children & youth:
Advocacy
Quality Improvement
Health Human Resource Planning
Clinical Program Planning



Future Directions:
YOUR Thoughts?


